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Fegislutibe Assembly,

Thursdey, 10th October, 1895,

Question of Extending Midland Ratlway to Mullewa
—Public Health Act Further Amendment Bill :
Legislative Council's Amendments— Water and
Electric Works License Rill : motion for vejec-
tiorn ; Bill considered in commitiee— Projected
Railway from Mingenew to Mullewa—Messages
From Legistative Council : amendments in Gold-
flelds Bill ; concivrence in amendments in Mines
Regulation Bill—Teave of Absence to Menbers
(3)—Proposed Ternrination of Civil Service
Comunission—Next Sitting of the House—Date
of FProrogation—ddjour. t

Tug SPEAKEK took the chair at 430
o’clock, p.m.
PrAYEES,

QUESTION OF EXTENDING MIDLAND
HAILWAY 10 MULLEWA.

Mg, SIMPSON, in accordance with ootice,
asked the Premier (1.} whether the Govern-
ment is in receipt of n resolution passed at a
public meeting in Geraldton, to the the fol-
lowing effect :—“ I[n view of the statement
made in the House by the Hon. the Director
of Public Works, regarding the contemplated
extension of the Midland Railway from
Minginew to Mullews, we, the citizens of
Geraldton, in public meeting assembled,
respectfully urge that it would be highly
undesirable, in the best interests of Gerald.
ton and the Government Railway already
built from Geraldten to Mullewn, for the
Government to in any way countenance the
proposed extension ; and this weeting prays
that the Government will take no action in
Furthering the construction of such railway.
(2.) whether it is in contemplation by the
Government to in any way uid the project, as
indicated by the Commissioner of Railways.”

Tueg PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied:—(1.} Yes. (2.) The matter bas not
been considered by the Govermment since a
letter dated August 21st., 1894, was received
from the Midland Railway Company, and
replied to on the 17th September, 1894.
Copies of these letters are herewith, as
follow :—

 5t. George’s Tercace, Perth, W.A.,

[10 OcroBER, 1805.]

“ August 21st, 1894,

o SIR.
“ I have the honor to communicate to you
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“ thut it is the desire of the Midland Railway
“ Company to petition Parlinment for a Private
* Bill for an extension of the Midland Railway
“ from Mi.genew to Mullewa. The importance
" of the proposed extension has been always
“present to the Direcctors, and a survey was
“mepde, or partially made, in March, 1892,
“und is shown by u dotted lineon the en-
“ ¢closed mup.

“ For the first 25 miles the line will pase
“entirely through private lands of the Com-
“pany, and the remainder through waste
“lands of the Crown. I believe it will not
“ interfere with any land whatever of any
‘ private owner. The length thronghout will
* be about 45 miles.

“ It is particularly desirable that, if possible,
* the sanctien of Parliament may be ohtained
“ during the present session.

* As the extension would be of great public
“convenience, I venture to hope that the
“ proposal will meet with the approval of the
“Government, and to ask the favor of an
“intiwation in this respect.

“I have, &ec.,
“(8d.) W, F. Savee,
“ Attorney for the Company.

“1o the Henorable Sir John Forrest,
“K.C.M.G., Premier, &e., Perth.”

Premier's Oftice,
Perth, 17th September, 1894,

“ S1R, I have the honour to acknowledge the
“receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo
¢ informing wme that it was the desire of the
“Midland Railway Compuny to petition Parlia-
“ ment for a Private Bill for an extension of
“the Midland Railway from Wingenew to
* Mullewn, and expressing a hope thut the
* propesal will meet with the approval of the
“ Grovernment.

2, * In reply, I beg to inform you that, under
“ existing circumstnnees, it does not seem
« advisable for the Government to promise to
 assist your Company in the way desived, as it
“would probably add to the present gomplica-
“ tions, and might interfere with the position
« of affairs now existing between the Govern-
* ment and your Compuny.

I have, &,
Joun FORREST,
Premier.

(8a.)

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT BILL.

LEarscaTive COONCIL’'S AMENDMENTS.
On the motion of Me. Jawes (for Mr,
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Traylen), the House went into Committee for
the consideration of the Legislative Council’s
amendments (vide Message, pagel308 anie.)
namely to strike cut Clauses 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10,

IN COMMITTEE,

Mz, JAMES moved thut the amendments
mde by the Legislative (ouncil in this Bill,
as per schedule, be agreed to. Hosaid it was
much to be regretted that after these import-
ant clauses, denling with urgent matters
affecting the public health, had been discussed
in this House, they were thrown out by
wembhers of the other House. He hoped that
in the next session, or soon after, n Bill for
consolidating and amending the Public Health
Act would be passed; anud, in the meantime,
the important wmattersdealt with in these
¢luuses would bave to wuib,

Mg, RANDELL said it wns u great pity the
Couneil had taken on themselves to strike out
very important clauses which were urgently
demuanded 1n the interest of the puidic health.
T'he only exception he had taken to the word-
ing of any of the clauses wus vhat the word
“gwner” was pub in where it ought not to be:
Lhere had been & general hope and expecta-
tion that these clauses would have been nllowed
to remain in the Bill, However, in having
struck them out, the Legislative Council must
tuke the vesponsibility.

big. R. ¥. SHOLL said it was desirable that
the Government should bring in a Cousoli-
dation Bill, next session, dealing with matiers
of public health in & comprehensive and prae-
tical mmanner. He was told hy those who
had studied the matter, that it was impossible
to make 2 useful Act by continually tinkering
with the subject. Hardly a session passed
without the hon. member for Greenough (Mr.
T'raylen), or others cunnected with the City
Council, bringing forward an amending Bill;
and it would be well for the Government to
bring i a consolidation Bill for making the
law clear and workable, in relation to the
public health.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported to the House,

Report adopted.

Ordered, that a message be transmmitted to
the Legislative Council, informing them that
the Legislative Assembly concurred in the
amendments wade by the Legislative Council
in the Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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WATER AND ELECTRIC WORKS LICENSE
BILL.

On the order of the day for the consideration
of the Bill in committee being read,

Mg, HARPER unioved “‘Lhat this order be
discharged, and that the following resoclution
be substituted: ‘That in the opinion of thie
House the question of a water supply from the
eastern goldficlds is one of extreme importance,
ia.nd that the interests involved wre so cnorm-
ous that the Goverament should ub once
examine into the feasibility of pumping water
from the muost accessible spot, und prepare an
estiate of cost and working expenses of the

same, with a to its being undertaken by the
State2'] Hoaid : SucaTisT gt Alterthvink.
ing over this matter, it sesins to mean enorm-
ous project to give the Government power te
deal with ; and ag we cannot see the extent of
1ts ramifications, I am confirmed in wy belicf
that it would he undesirable, at this stage, to
carry this Bill through. 'The Governwent
gave us to understand; last night, that there
had been no definite proposai to undertuke the
water scheme for supplying the eastern gold-
fields, but there hud been a proposul for the
trunsmission of electric force. I was not pre-
pared, at the time, to say what was the case in
other countries in regard to the transmission
of electricforce, but [wus under the impression
thatit was impracticable. I have since hunted
up a reference to a case in America, where
something of the kind hud been attempted. I
found thut there was a project lately under
consideration for supplying San Francisco
with electric power, from a lake situate about
75 miles diastynt, at which distsnce it was said
to be possible to render available about 35,000
horse-power, which would be reduced in trans-
wission to about 26,000, horse-power. Thus in
transimitting electric force a distance of 75
mileg, there would be a loss of ¢ne-third of the
power by the time it reached San Irancisco;
therefore it would be impossible to force an
electric current of any value at all, from the
coast to Coolgardie. I may add that the San
Francisco scheme was pending the proof of
success of a similar scheme for transmitting
electric power from the Fulls of Niagaruy to
be utilised at a distance for wanufacturing
purposes, and there was so litile faith in the
San Francisco scheme that it wos suspended
until the other was proved to be a success.
That was just a yeur ago. Therefore, taking
all  these things into consideration, it seems
desirable that nothing showld be dome by
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& ving to these parties the right which the
Bill proposes to give, over other private com-
panies. If ia not likely that anything would
¢ ¢ done immediately by the company which
has made a proposul, but we must recognise
that the matter is serious as i3 affects the
goldfields, and that a panic at any time might
czuse the less of alarge sum of womey to the
¢olony. In these exceptional circumstunces
it is most desirable that the Government
should examiue nt once into the fensibility of
carrying out u large scheme for supplying
water to these goldfields, and any such scheme
should be under State contro), hecause it
wignt become a serious menace to the best
interests of the colony if it were not so con
trolled. The administration of such an under-
taking, when established, would be: of the
simplest, as the detailed work of supplyiug
water might be carried out by contract, and
the retionlation might be mosnaged by local
companies or by a municipality. Therefora
the neans of supply being once established
it would Lea good thing for the goldfields and
for the country; und it is haportant thné the
Sfate should have the solu control of the
undertakisg. For these reusons, 1 have
submitted this motion.

Tue PREMIER (Hpen. Sir J. Furrest)
This is the first 1 have heard of the wmotion
of the hon, member, and I way suy it bns
takon me somewhat by surprise. ‘T'he objee-
tion [ understood the hon. member had to the
measure, yesterday, was in regard to the water
aupply, and not so much in regard to the supply
of eleciric power, [ have no doubt that, when
ull other means have failed, in regard to
supplying the goldfields with wuter, the coun-
try will be prepared to deal with the question.
I feel it is a little early tor us to pledge our-
selves ut present.  If we were going to «deal
with it ug o State matter, we should need a
greut deal of information Lefore doing so. We
shou!ld huve also tosatisfy this House and the
couniry that all means of obtuining water on
or nearthogeldfields had been given up. But
wo cannot know, at present, whether we shall
be able to obtain water by sinking,
perhups not at Coolgurdie itself; for it is a
generally accepted opinion that the further
northward you go from Coolgurdie, the more
chance you have of abtaining fresh waber. I
know, for instance, that at the White Feather
there is o well that has been supplying fresh
walera long time. I believe that the further
you go northward, away from the country that

[10 Ocroser, 1895.]
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is s0 much covered with eucalyptus, the more
water ean be obtained by sinking. Itisstrange
that u}l the country about Southern Cross and
Coolgardie, that ie thickly timbered #ith euca-
lyptus, is destitute of water, butin the country
to the northward, when I went over itin 1869,
there wasvery little eucalyptus in the open,
the country being covered with acacin, und the
cucalyptus was only in the groves, und then to
a limited extent. 1 think thut, at this peried
of tha scssion, we noed not commit ourselves ag
to what we will do in vegard to this matter;
but L may say the Government are alive to the
queslion, nnd [ canassure the House that wewill
mske ]l enquiries during the recess in regard
to water supply, both by sinking for water
and also considering a scheme by which water
may besupplied from a distance to the gold-
fields. It will be an immense project, which
must cost [ don’t know how muny millions of
money, for supplying Coclgurdic and the whole
of those fields with water from ontside. It is
rather too big aschewme for va to discuss at this
pericd of this session, The only serious objec-
tion to this Bill is that, vnder its powers, the
Government night enter into immense
linbilities or very large contruacts, having per-
haps for-reaching considerations. ‘I'hut seems
to ba the only objection unyone can take to
it; but we must remember that for sowe
smaller matters also the Bill will be useful.
For instance, in regard to providing water, we
have alrendy granted what are ealled water
rights, under the Goldfields Regulations, to
some persons on the fields. There is ome, I
know, at Niagara, nnd one I think near Mount
Burgess; and when these persons get their
water impounded, they will have to convey it
to somewhere—to towns or to mines which
they intend to supply with wuter—and there
is no existing power I know of by which they
can lay down a mile of piping, where this
would interfere with private or municipal
rights. There is no power by which these
persons having a water supply could convey
it across » leased area, without consent, unless
it be under the new Goldfields Act, and 1L am
not sure that the Act provides this power. So
that there are dificultics of this kind at pre-
genk, which will need to be dealt with, because
those persons who have embuarked capital in
impounding water will want some menns,
by right or license, for cnabling them to
convey the water to townships or places
which they intend te supply with water,
and this Bill will enable the Government to
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grant licenses of thatsort. I am not in favor
of rushing into such a big question, ns I be-
lieve the supplyiog of water from the coast to
the Coolgnrdie country will be, under a
general power of this sort. [ do not like it
much, myseif, and T prefer that the House
should be consulted in regurd to such an im
menae project. If Lhe Government were to
assure the House that nny large project of
that eort, such as supplying the Coolgardie
goldfields with water from the couast, would
not be approved by the Government without
first giving this House an opportunity
of considering it, 1 think this Bill
would then Dbe unobjectionable. The Bill
wounld, 08 I huave said, be useful for
vartous smaller matters. I expect the hon
mwember for Baverley has had in his mindonly
this one great scheme which the Bill provides
for, and I can well understund that he hesi-
tates to hand over fo the Government these
large powera by whieh such a scheme could be
corried out without the scheme being placed
definitely before Purlinment. For my own
yart, I do not want o have this responsibility
cusl upon the Govermnent during the recess.
I prefer that we should give to thiv House the
opportunity of considering and dealing with
it. Ishould like to assure hon. members that
the Goverament do not wunt to huve this ve-
sponsibility thrown on their shoulders, [ think
thereis no risk in regard to the electrical parts
of this Bill; and, in regurd to the geucral
powers, [ am guite willing to give a pledge to
the House that, with reference to the great
question of supplying water to the goldfislds,
the Government will not take advantage of
the powers given under this Bill, but that
we will consult the House before entering
icto any agreement. With that ussurance,
hon. members may be inclined to allow the
Bill to ge throngh, as I am sure it will be
useful in many ways.

Mk, R. . SHOLL : I do not like the iden of
such wr important Hill us this being intro-
duced at such o lute hour in the session, but,
at the same time, I do not like the amend-
went, 1 do not think this work is one the
Government should undertake at all. To my
mind the Government, have done too much
already, and if they had not been promising so
muoch, the chances are that private enterprise
would have supplied water to the goldfields
long ago. If this work bad never beenstarted
by the Government they would mever have
been asked to do it. T rcally think it would

[ASSEMBLY.)
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be far better for the Government to postpone
the consideration of this Bill until next
session. and in the meantime enguire into the
possibilities of the scheme.

M=k, Harreg. That is what I propose.

Mkr. R. F. SHOLL: What you propose is
thut the Goverowent should make enguiries
with a view of taking up the work themsolves
and I do not augree with thot at all. This
scheme may be all very well with o view of
hawking it about und extracting a few more
thousands out of the pockets of the unsus-
pecting English investor.

‘I'nge Premrier: You have had some of it.

Mg, R. . SHOLL: It may be all very well
to be hawked about, but I do not think there
is anything in the scheme. Of course thut is
only a matter of opinion, and 1 have not
gtudied the question, nor de I keow sufficient;
about it to regard myself as being able to
gpeak with authority. T do not believe in
letting these cowpany-mongers have these
conceszions to hawk about the ¢ountry. The
Premier is not in favor of this Hill himself,
and has evidently only introduced it out of
good uature, [ do not think the Government
would have brought it forward, if some one of
influence wus not pulling their coat tails.

Mg. CONNOR: Tha hon. mewmher who has
just sut down objects to the Bill becuuse it
gives power to private companies to erect
certain works to supply the wants of the
goldfields im respect of water, and then he
turns round and objects to the Government
doing anything. I really cannot undersinnd
him. I would support the proposal of the
hon. member for Beverley, were it not for the
distinct assurance of the Government that
this question of wuter is one they propose to
take up in a thorough wanper. If I thought
this wns not going to be the case, T would
not support the Bill,

Mi. WOOD: I cannot myself support the
proposal of the hon. member for Beverley, and
I do not think the Government should under-
take this work at all. ‘l'he idea of the Gov-
ernmeént muking enquiries with the intention
of erecting large pumping stutions to supply
Coolgardie with water is simply cut of all
question. Tt would iuvolve the expenditure
of perhaps millions of money, and the Govern-
ment would take upon themselves o risk they
have no right to take. They have no right to
take rigks with either water supplies or elec-
tric power concurns. Both belong to private
individuals, and, so far aa the scheme referrod



Waterworks Bill.

to is concerned, the risk will be so great and
the capital involved so large, that if there is
any profit to it, I say, let them have it. The
passing of this Bill can do the couulry no
harm. Care bas heen taken to prevent any-
thing like monopoly, and, if necessary, therc
can be any nomber of schemes at the one
time. [ certainly shall support the Bill going
through.

Mr. GEORGE: T am sure if any veasons
would make me support this Bill, they would
he in the want of reason advanced by the hon.
memher for Gascoyne, who quite followed his
uanal style. He was like the historic Balaam,
and, as usnal, after coming to curse, will he
found quite ready to bless. He first knocled
the Government down, and then butiered
them up, finally sitting down in a most un-
comfortuble atate of mind. I intend to sup-
port thia Bill because I do not think this or
any Govermment is competent to undertake
g0 huge o scheme ns that of properly supply-
ing the goldfields with water, Up te the
present every effort of the Government has
vesulted in fatlure—most distressful failures.

THE CommIssIONER 0F Raiuwavs (Hon. H.
‘W. Venr): You cannot put your finger on
" a failure.

Mg. GEORGE : What alout your dam at
Svuthern Cross? Why, after it was built the
races to it would not hold water, and the dum,
itaelf haa never had a drop in it

T'ne ComuissioNer oF Raizwavs (Hon. H.
W, Venn): That may be true, but what nbout
the twenty successes?

Mer. GEQRGE : Yes, but what did they cost?
T'hey coat 44. o yard when, by contract, you
could have hnd it done for 1s. 3d. There wre
noskilled men in the Government to undertake
this work, and I do not think they could get
anyone to join them to carry it out, This is
a gigantic affair, and te suggest thut the
Government should take the risk of it would
be too great an sudacity even for the pre-
sent Ministry. It is a watter which should
be left to private enterprise, becanse the
Government would only spend the money of
the country without their doing much goed.
Nearly every clanse will require very careful
revision in committes, and I see no reason
why this cannot be accomplished, and the
Bill passed in an neceptable form.

Mg, SOLOMON: I cannot support the
motion of the hon. member for Beverley. Tt
appeara to me, after what the Tremier has
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undertakings will be entered into hefore the
approval of Parliament is obtained, that there
cannot possibly be any harm in this Bill pas-
sing, or i granting such enncessions usare
thought necesanry., The hon. member for
the Gascoyne talks of some particalar huge
scheme, but it is not referred to in any way in
the Bill, and we need not ferr uny such thing
after the assurance given by the Premier,
The Bill may prove a very useful one, and I
shall support its passing.

THe COMMISSIONER OF CROVWN LANDS
(Hen. A, R. Richardson): The hon. member

I Far the Guscoyne and othars seem to think

Governments are very fond of taking great
responsibilities upon themselves, but this is
not the case. (Governments, us a rale, are
anxious to place all the responsibility they can
upon Parliament. I do not think there was
any particular scheme in the mind of the
Government when it decided to introduce this
measure, The hon. member for the Gas-
coyne has said it is introduced only becuuse
of the good nuture of the Premier, but if
that iz so, the good nature is only
in the divection of the guldfields, having
n proper wunter supply. ‘'The fuct of the
matter is that the Government have been
pestered with applieations for small schemes,
which it was very desiruble indeed should be
carried into effeck. T'he UGovermment counld
not do it, and they could not give anynne clge
permission to doit. [t was very much like the
dog in the manger. ‘I'he besl way to aettie a
matter like this is to let people who have
schemes try them. [f they nre failures they
only hurt themselves, nnd if they ure successes,
8o much the hetter for everybody.

Mge. HARPER: Sowe hon. memburs seem
to think my desire is to pledge the Giov-
ernment to earry ont the work themselves,
Nothing is further from my idea. T can quite
see the danger of tho Government attempting
such a thing. ‘I'he gencral iden is that this is
an urgent matter, and by this time next yeur
it may be found that the demands have largely
inereased, and there wiil be un outery beenuse
the Governwent have done nothing. People
will not be so dizsatisfied, however, when they
know this House hag emp: wered the Govern-
mwent te make all sorts of enquiries. It will be
safer to do this, becanse then the Government
cun see where it is possible for privute enter-
prise to be successful. The bon. member for
the Murray has said the Government is guite
unable to carry out work of this kind, [
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believe he once had something to do with an
undertakiog of this sort, which was nota great
suceess.  ‘The Government, however, might
huve the henefit of his advice in the fuluve.
Ancther great objection to this Bill is that it
givea the Government powers to gruut con-
cessions, when private companies should be
compelled to bring in private Bills, and have

them carried in the ordinary way, after goiny -

theough the ordinary forms, snd paying the
ordinary fees.
these compnnies specinl legislation, and I hope
the Government will take care that people who
want to obtuin concessions do so in the proper
wagy.

Question, that the order of the day be die-
charged, put and negatived.

The House went into committee to consider
the Bill.

IN COMMIFITTER.

Clause 1 :

Pt and passed.

Clanse 2— Interpretation ™ ;

Mr. LEAKE asked whether the Attorney-
Genernl could not discover some more cupho-
nious term than *“undertakers.” He wonld
suggest the term * promoters.”

Tue ATI'ORNKY - GENERAL (Hon. S,
Burt) said this was fhe term used in all con-
cerns of this nature. The Gasworks Act was
carried out by “ undertakers.” The Water-
worke Act referred to “ eontractors,” but that
was unusunl.

Clause put and passed.

Claunse 3—° fFovernor may grant licenses” ;

Mza. GEORGE thought a better definition
was required here. He¢ would also like to
know what provision would be made as to the
land belonging to the Crown, which these
people would be empowered to take. At
present it looked as if they would have the
use of this land for nothing.

Me. JAMES proposed to add to Sub-section
1, the words  within the limite of any gold-
field.” This Bill was said to be for the gold-
fields, and be desired to see it restricted to
them. He syw no renson why they should
extend over wmunicipulities as well. If the
regtrickion was not agreed to, he would cer-
tainly have to oppose the EBill. [M=m. Sime-
goN: That would he terrible.] It would pre-
vent the Bill becoming law this session, at
any rate.

Me. SIMPSON hoped the limitation of the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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It might he desirable to permit municipali-
ties in conntry distriets to makearrangements
with people willing to provide waterworks.
There was Geraldton, for example. A water
supply was badly wanted there, and, nlthough
it hud been promised, it had never heen given.
If municipalities like that could enter into
their own arrangements, and then secure u
license from the Government, it would pro-
bably he largely availed of. There was just
as much reason for giving this power to muni-

. ecipalities as to the goldfields.

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. &

., Burt) suid the proposed addition might prove

very awkward, because it would prevent the
supply of wuter to either stock or works or

 manufactories along the route of the pipes.

There could br ne harm in allowing any
munieipudity through which the pipes ran,
having their water supply from the sawme
gource.

Mr. GEORGE opposed the suggestion that
the operation of the Biil e extended to muni-
cipnlities, Hs said the Rill was introduced for
the goldfields, and should only he wsed for
them. If the municipalities wanted water
supplies, they should follow the example of

" Perth, only instead of giving thewselves away,

let the other people doit. There was dungerin
allowing the water supplics to be drawn upon
too much, and he, for one, thonght even tha
South-Weslern district should be prepared for
droughts.

Tne PREMIER (Houn. Siv J. Forrest) said
he saw no reason why people at York, for
instunce, could not be supplied with water by
some person who had sufficient enterprise to
do it. He proposed himself to move an addi-
tion to the clause which would possilty
remnove o pood deal of the objections.

Mx. JAMES said there was no justification
for the operation of the Bill heing extended
over mnaicipalities, and if its operation were
Limited, thery would be little objection to the
cliuusge.

Mr. LEAKE said he did not see why the
storing of water should nos be encouraged,
no matter by whom the work was ander-
taken.

Mr. HARPER said heregarded the proposal
as altering the whole character of the Bill,
which, he thought, had ULeen originally
designed to assist the supplying of watcr to
the goldfields,

Tue ATIORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.

operation of the Bill would not be agreed to. | Burt) said no harm would be done byaliow.
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ing any set of people who wished to establish
waterworks to do so. They would not be
spending the money of the Government.

Be. GEORGE asked the Attornmey-General
whether syndicates would be permitted to take
Crown lands without paying for them.

Tre ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said they wonld not get the fee-simple,
but only the lease of Crown lands, under the
Bill. The lessees wouald pay rent, and the
land which they occupied would revert to the
Crown upon the expiration of the lease

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to Sub-section 2,
pointed out that power was given to erect
posts and to carry overhead cables along the
line of route. He thought thut it would be
safer to compel all electric wires to be Inid
underground.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved, as an amendment, that the following
he added to the clauss :—* Provided that no
* wanterworks licenses shall be gronted
“ authorising the taking of water from any
“ coastal river to the Yilgarn, Dundas, or
“ Coolgardie goldfields, without the approval
" of Parliament.”

Me. JAMES woved, as an amendment upon
the proviso, that the words “any goldfield ™
be substituted for the words * Yilgnrn, Dun-
das, or Coolgardie goldfields.”

Amendment upon the proviso put and
passed, and the proviso, as amended, agreed
to.

Clause, a8 amended, put nod passed.

Clause 4— Undertakers to have powers of
Commissioner of Railways for entering upon
and taking private lands »:

Mg. LEAKE drew attention to the fuct that
the clanse gave the undertakers the same
powers to take lund as those which were vested
in the Commissioner of Railways under the
* Railways Act, 1878, and he thonght that in
the case of a private company these powers
were too wide. He moved that the words
* and without requiring asy consent, ap-
proval, warrant, or other Acl or interventivn
of the Govermor,” be struck out, as, under
the clause, as it stood, B syndicate might seize
upon handy sirips of water frontage belonging
to private persons, who would be at a great
divadvantage if they bhud only the remedy of
suing for corapensation.

Mg, SIMPSON agnin expressed the opinion
that nearly all the members of this House
seemed to be frightened at the huge powers
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which were to be conferred by this measure.
The correspondence on the subject, which had
baen laid on the rable that evening, threw a
little further light on the matter. He found
that the first information that the Govern-
ment had of the projects which were contem-
plated by the Bill, waz a cable from Sir
Willinm Robinson to the Premier, ns follows :
—“Perth, 30th July, 1895. A scheme has
“been brought nnder my nuotiee for providing
“an plectric power station at Coolgardie, cap-
“able of distributing power to the various
“wmines at a radiuas of forty miles, and within
“which an execlusive right is required. In
“view of the fuel and water difficulties, the
« gecheme is bighly ndvantageous to all mines
* within radiuns, especially us a feature of the
“scheme 18 fixed charges on the zone system,
“ which will be very much under present cost.
“ A formal proposal is being invited, and as
“purties here are competent and responsille,
“T would advise you to await the raceipt of
“ proposal betorc entertaining similar applica-
« tion if wade from other quariers. Such a
“scheme as the proposed one, if satisfactorily
“ carried out, would be of immense value to the
“golony.” The next comwunication wis a
cable from Sir William Robinson, London,
duted August (Gth:—“ Westralinn Electric
« Power Supply Corporation, Limited, mini-
* mum eapital, one million sterling, Celoninl
“ Board, Alexander Forrest, Chairman; .Jfohn
“ Howell, David Lindsay; Electrical Eagineer,
« Professor Georye Forbes, of Ningura. [nstal-
“lation concessions nsked: firstly, site for
* generating works, wharves, &c., at or

“nenr Espernnce Bay. Secondly, right
“to erect overhead cahles to Coolgur-

“ dic, and thronghout goldfields; machinery
«gite and cable voutes to h: selected the
“gompany ; no exclusive concessions de-
“sirad, simply rights above specified. T up-
“prove undertakiny., and may, if possible,
“join board. Cable reply.” On the 23rd
“ August the Government replied by eable as
“ followa:—* Sir Williain Robinson, London,
* Electric power.—Government think that
* before anything definitely arranged, proposal
“must be written detail. Government also
“think privaie Bill nccessary.” The next
eable from Sir Willinmm Robinson was dated
5th September, a: foll yws .—* Electric Power
“ Scheme. Private Bill being impossible, hope
“ Bill may be introrldacad giving Goveruinent
“ power to negotiate and act. Matter in first-
“class hands here, and it would be o great
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* pity if scheme feli through for want of neces-
** gary sanction this sesgzion.” Now, this Bill
would merely leave in the hands of the
Govaernmnent power to grant licenses wherever
they thought fit, and he thought that it would
be expedient to report progress, and have the
correapondence printed before hon. members
farther considered the Bill. He had no desire
to hamper the Government, or to do anything
to interfere with the goldfields getting water;
but he thought it wounld be wise to carefully
sound public opinion on the details of the Bill
before they were finally adopted. He there-
fore moved that progress be reported, and
lenve nsked to sit again.

M=a.JAMES said the committee shonld finish
the consideration of the Bill, or knock it on
the head. .

1'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
minded hon, mewmbers that there was nothing
new in the correspondence, the substance of
which had already been stated to the House;
hut as the Government had no interests ex-
cept the interests of the country to servein
connection with this Bill, he wounld leava its
fate in the hands of the House. At the same
time, na the correspoudence stated, there ap-
peared to be o bona fide intention fo carry out o
project under the Bill, that would be for the
henefit of the goldfields ; nnd it had appenred
to the Government; thatit wns their duty to
afford, so far us they could an opportunity for
carrying ont the work. Ifit had not seemed
to them that it would be n pity to lose
that opportunity, the Government would bave
spared themselves the trouble of framing and
bringing in the Bill at so iate a period of the
session ; and s the price at which ore would be
treated had been fixedat 10s. per ton, the
interests of the mining community were safe-
guarded to that extent. He could only assure
the House that the Government had been oe-
tnated by an anxious desire to do the very best
for the goldfields, or they would not have
moved in the matter by introducing the Bill.

Me. SIMPSON said there was pleaty of fuel
and motive power on the goldfields to daal
with ore, so that there did not appear to be
any nrgent demand for the introduction of
eleetric batteries.

‘Yne PREMTER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) said
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there wasa good deal of trouble about the salt

water encrusting the boilers.

Mgr. BR. F. SHOLL said that was no trouble.
Az long ns there was water of any kind, crush-
ing could go on.

. grams from speculators.

Waterworks Bill.

Mg, SIMPSON guid it would be hetter to
forego the Bill for 12 months, in order that it
might be carefully considered ; and it was so
necessary for hon. members to become
thoroughly acquainted with the corvespon-
dence, that he thought it would be well for
the House to report progress.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said that as it ap-
peared to be the desire of the House to rush
the Bill through in the last hours of the
session, instead of reporting progress, he
would move that the Chairman do leave the
chair,

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{Hon. A. R. Richardson) said he did not objeet
to the throwing out of the Bill, but he did
not think anything will be gained by waiting
until the correspondence was printed. The
correspondence werely stuted the nature of
the proposals which had heen made; and had
there been no proposals of the kind, the Bill
would not have been necessary, and would
net have been introduced.

Me. B. ¥, SHOLL said there seemed to be
some powerful influence behind this Bill; and
had it been less powerful, he did not think the
Government would have brought in the Bill
or troubled themselves about Water or Electric
Works for the goldfields. As the Government
first heard of the scheme of the London syundi-
cnte by cable on the 30th July, there had been
plenty of time for them to have placed the
mautter before the House at an earlier date.

Tane PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) snid
the Government only got the details of the
scheme by post ten days ago.

Mgr. BE. ¥, S8HOLL said the Government
might have informed the House earlier Lhat
they were waiting for further advices, and
hon, members from the conntry would have
been better prepared for tha Bill. In order to
allow time for perusing the corvespondence it
would be as well to report progress.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that, instead of reporting progress, the Bill
should be thrown out or be gone on with,

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said it wonld be better to
wait twelve months, rather than make a mis-
take by passing the Bill too hurriediy.

Mg, JAMES auid perhaps he was not alto-
gether in order, but he would like to ask who
paid the cost of the replies to those cable-
Did the country
have to pay the cost?

Tre Prexrer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Yes,

Me. JAMES: Well, it had better be stopped.
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The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that ordinary courtesy demanded that
replies should be sent to such communiecations.
In regard to the Bill he thought it would be
better to lay it aside altogether, unlesss hon,
members were unanimous about it. As to
what the bon. member for the Guscoyne had
mmsinuated concerning the alleged powerful
influence that was moving the Government in
the matter, he threw it back to the hon, mem-
ber, The hon, memher appeared fo think
there was no ome henest and honorable but
himself, but he would tell the hon. member
that the Government were quite as nnxious to
do what was right as the hon. meber was.
In regard to the Bill itself the Government had
no interest but the good of the country at
henrt. ‘They even had no feeling in the mat-
ter, buf had introduced the neasure, although
at i lnta period of the session, because they
thought that the proposals it made would, 1f
carried out, do the conntry much good.

Mg, WOOD said he hoped the Rill would
not be shelved after it had gone so far, he-
cause all the danger had been removed from
it by the amendment to Clause 3, and as it
wounld confer a great boon on the Coolgardie
goldfields, he would be sorry to see it knocked
on the head.

Mg. RANDELL said he also hoped the Bill
would go through, becanse it had been
amended in 2 manner that would perfectly
eafeguard the interests of the colony, while if
passed it would assist the Government in
their desire to provide a proper water supply
to  Cooirdie und the neighboring goldfields,

Motion—that the Chairmen do now leave
the chair—put and uegatived.

Amendment to cluuse, moved by Mr. Leake,
put and passed.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved, as a further amendment, to andd
the following words to the clause:—* Nag
“land talken under the powers conferred by
“this section shall vest in $he wndertakers
“until the compensation payable therfore
“hag been paid.”

Me. ILLINGWORTH said that although
the Commissioner of Eailways was empowered
by the Railways Act to enter upon and take
private lunds for railway purposes, he did not
approve of private companies being em-
powered to do 8o as well.

Further amendment put and passed and the
clause, as nmended, agreed to.
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Clauges 5 and 6:

Pat and passed.

Clause 7—** Duration of license ™ :

Mgr. JAMES moved to strike ont all the
words after the word “ years” (providing for
an extension of the license), in line 2. He coa.
sidered that the better course would be to
aliow an extension to be asked for by way of
introducing a private Bill into Parliament,
which was the ordinary course adopted in
these cases.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 8—" Purchase of nndertaking by the
Governor " :

Mg, JAMES nlsomoved tostrike out in lina
1 thejwords “ of the original term of,” referring
to the expiration of the original term of a
lease, such words being, in his opinion, unne-
cessary.

Further Amendment put and passed.

M=r. FAMES also moved to strike out the
word “existing,” in line 3, with o view to in-
serting the word “actual” in lieu thereof.
The word “existing,” he said, referred to the
value of the huildings, works, ete., at the
expiration of the license, at which time the
clunise empowered the Governor to purchase
them. The amendment, he explained, would
make the clause provide for the purchase by
the Governor of the property at their actual
value.

Further amendment put and passed.

Me. GEORGE moved, as u further amend.
ment, to insert after the word “ them,” in line
6, the following words, * which prices shall be
verified ab the time of purchase and placed on
record by the Government.” He said it was
advisable that a concise record of the price
paid by the promoters of these schemes for
ihe land should be kept, in order to prevent
any dispute oarising when the Governor pur-
chasged the worka.

Tue A'TTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said that such matters us those were
always kept on record at the Land Titles
Office.

Amendment putand negatived.

Mg. JAMES said the clanse provided that
“The purchase money shall, at the option of
“the Governor, be pnid either in cash or by
" Gyvernmentsecurities bearing interestat four
“ per cent. yearly and redeemable in not more
“than forty years, such securities being taken
«“at their face vnlue, or partly in cash and

| = party by such gecnrities.” He considered that
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three percent. was quite sufficient, and moved,
ae a further amendment that the word « four™
be atruck out and the word * three” he inserted
in lieu thereof.

Further amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, pub and passed.

Clause 9—*Governor may reguire unnder-
takers, under waterworks license, to supply
water for Government railways nndother pur-
poses ™ :

Mg. JAMES moved to atrike out the words,
“ Ly any waterworks license, © with o view Lo
inserting the words “from time to time,” in
lieu thereof. He said the Governwment should
have power at uny time to require tha under-
takers of the water schemne, to supply water at
gpecified spots along the routes of the water
mains.

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY . GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved to strike out all the words after
“a,” in line 5 withaview to inserting the Follow-
ing words: “price not exceeding that at which
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the undertakers are nuthorised to sell water

to the public.”

Amend:inent put and passed.

Clanse, ns amended, put and pnassed.

Clause 10— Governor may require under-
takers, nnder electric-power license, to supply
eloectricity to the Goversment” :

Mg. JAMES moved to strike out the words
by any eiectric power license,” with a view
to inserting the words “ from time to time” in
lieu thereof. He explained that the amend-
ment wua similar to the amendment nade in
the preceding clause.

Amendment put and passed.

Me. GEORGH said he cousidered that the
prices which an electric power compuny conld
charge for the electricity should be fixed oo »
sliding scale, according to the amount of
profit wade.

Tue ATTOENLY - SENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved u further amendwent, similar to
that which he had mouved in Clause 9, 1o strike
all the worda cut after the letter *a,” in line
3, with a view to inserting the worda “at a
price not exceeding that at which the under-
takers are authorised to supply eleetricity for
such purposes respectively, to the publie.”

Farther amendment put and passed,

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

At 6,30 p.m. the Acting-Chairman left the
chuir,

Waterworks Bill.

A% 7.30 p.m. the Acting.Chairman resumed
the chair,

Clanges 11 and 12:

Put and paesed.

Clauge 13— Deviations may be made by
the undertakers, and be required by the
Governor ;"

Mr. GEORGE said the clnuse provided
that, in the case of a devianlion being required
by the Governor, and not duly made Ly the
undertakers, the Governor might eanse the
same to be made, after notice given, and the
cost thereof was to ba o debt due from the
undertakers to the Crown. But why should
the Governor c¢all upon the uadertakers io
this way? Suach a procedure appeared as if
the Government were gunrantors that the
work wus to be done, and, in case of defuult,
were to have the power of doing the work and
charging for it

Tre PREMIKR (Hon. Siv J. Forrest) said
the intention was shat, after the undertukers
hod laid their pipe and started their works,
if. the pipe of the undertakers was found to be
in the way of some public work, then the wun-
dertakers could be called on to nove or de-
viate the pipe: und, Failing to do so, the

Government could do it and charge the

cost.

Mr. RANDELL said the clanse placed iu
the hands of the Guvernor-in-Councit a most
useful provision.

Me. JAMES moved, as an nmendment,
that after the word *“ may,” in the sccond
Lue, the words “ with the consent of the
Governor, ” be inserted.

Put and passed,

Mg, JAMES moved, as afurther amendment,
thut the words “ and until paid shall be a first
and paramount charge on the undertaking’
This would make the expenses incurred by the
Government, in the making of & compulsory
deviation, a first chayge on the property.

Put and passed, and the clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 14 :

Put and passed.

Clause 15:—" Undertakers may muke by-
lawe ;"

Mr. JAMES moved, as an amendment, that
the words of the fourth line, * Regnlating the
conduct and duties of their agents npd ser-
vants,” be struck out. It should be sufficient
for these employers to have the ordinmry
reruedy under the common law.

Tag ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8§,
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Burt) snid this provision us to agents and ser-
vants was not material, brt the othor pro-
vigions in the clause were nueessary.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. JAMES moved, us o further anend-
ment, to add at the ecod of the clause the
worda: “ Any such by-luws may be, from time
1o time, altered, amended, or rescinded by the
Governor.” He said that when by-laws had
been made and approved, the operation of par.
ticular parts might not be fully apparent at
first, nod as circwmstances changed there
might arise & necessity for modifying some of
the by-lawa; thercfore it would be prudent to
reserve this power to the Governor-in-Counncil.

Put and passed, and the clause as amended
agreed to,

Clause 16— Regulations and by-laws to be
gazetted, and laid befcre Parliament 7 ;

Mg. GEORGHE said the fourleen days’ notice
to be given in the Guzetle wonld not be a suf-
ficient notice for fully warning all the persons
whe might be affected by new by-luws, extend-
ing over hundreds of miles of bush country
where news travelled slowly. ‘'hree months’
notice would be little enough for such pur-
poses, as the appearance of a bailiff to turn a
man off ground ns a trespnsser might he the
first notice that a man wounld receive, under this
clause,

Tue ATTORNEY . GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) snid this clanse was in almost every
Bill giving power to make regulations, and
the magters to be dealt with in this Bill were
not such as would requive the giving of a long
nolice, in the case of trespass or misuse of
watur. He did not think any difficulty would
arise.

Mze. RANDELL enggested that an interval
of fourteen duys, hetween the passing of by-
laws and luying the same before Parliament,
was longer than appeared necessary, Seven
or ten days would be sufficient.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the period usually allowed in such
matters was fourteen duys.

Mr. TAMES moved, a8 an amendment, tha
the words in the sixth line, *“and shall con-
tioue in force unlil repealed,” be.struck out.
By-laws ought not to operate immediately
they were minde, but only ufter they had been
laid before Parlinment for a certain time,

Tut nnd passed, and the clause as amended
agreed to.

New clause—= Undertakers not to be exon-
erated frown liability™ :
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Mgr. JAMES moved that the fellowing be
added to the Bill,as a new clause: *17. Nothing
in this Act contained shall exonerate the
undertakers from liability for any loss or
damage cccusioned by or arising out of orin
connection with the comstruction, mainte-
nance, or working of the undertaking.”

Put and passed.

New clause—* Power to prescribe scale of
charges” :

Mr. JAMES moved that the following be
ndded to the Bill, s anew clause :—

*“1. The undertakers shall, from time to
“time, with the apprevnl of the Governor,
« prescrihe a seale of charges at which they
“ ghall sell water or electricity,as the case may
“ be, and may, with the like approval, alter
fany such scale.

'*2. Any such scale may be cancelled by tha
“ (jovernor after three months’ notice in
* writing, to Le served on the undertakers,
“ und thereopon snother scale shall be pres-
 cribed ns aforesnid.

“3. No action or proceedings chall lie for
"“the recovery of uny charge for waber or
*electricity, as the case may be, except as
“ anthorised by any such scale,

“ 4, In the event of the Governor and the
«undertukers being at any time unable to
“agree on a scale of charges, the question in
« diapunte shull be referred to arbitration, im
“ agcordance with “'I'he Arbitration Act, 1895,
“ g if this Act were 4 submission.”

Tas PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said
the first vesult of this provision would pro-
bably bhe that, when it was seen that the
undertakers were making a fair profit on their
outlay, » motion would be made in this Hounse
for reducing the scale of charges, and the
motion would he carried. It wuns not reason-
ahle to place these investors at the merey, not
only of the Government, but of this House, at
all times, [t was ulso guestionable whether
the Royal assent would be given to a Bill
which contained a power by which injustice
might he done to persons (investors) resident
in anpother country. Apart from that, the
thing iself did mot seem quite fair. Both
perties should have some say in fixing the
charges. Ino referenca to the charges on the
Great Southerr and the Midland Bail-

. woys, the -rates had to be approved in
" gome way by the Government, but the Govern-

mwent had not the power of fixing the rates.

- The company conld not act without the com-
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currence of the Government, and, on the other
hand, the Government could not nct without
the concurrence of the company, in fixing the
railway rutes.

Tae ATFORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) suggested cthat the Governor in con-
junction with the undertakers might make a
aliding scale of churges. It would not be fair
to leaveentirely to the Governor the power of
fixing n senle.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) sug-
gested that the cowmpany should fix the
charges, subject to the approval ob the
Governor-in-Couneil.

Mg R. F. SHOLL said it would be better,
and not unfair, to put the power in the hands
of the Governor, which meaut the Govern-
ment, who might be tensted to aet fairly and
not arbitrarily. The undertukers would know,
liefore beginning the work, what were the con-
ditivaos under which they had to carry on opern-
tions.

New cinuse put and passed,

Preamile and tit'e:

Agieed to,

On the queation that the Bill he reported
to the Honse,

Mg, CONNOR asked whether he wonld be
in ovder in referring to the Rill al this stage.
He wanld not be in the House when the third
reading was taken.

THe AcTing-CHalemaN pointed ont that
eriticisme conld be offered when the report was
under consideration. wnd amendmnents could
he proposed, bt this would delay the measure
considerably, ccanse the Bill wonld have to
be re-comnuitted.

Mg, CONNOR said he was entirely opposed
to mounopolies, but if it was necessary to grunt
a monopoly before water could be given to the
goldfields, he wovld be in favor of it. The
present Bill guve the Government excep-
tional powers, and he was not strongly in
approval of the electric power clunses ut all.
He wuated to sce the goldfields huve plenty of
water, but the question of power was one not
of such av urgent character. It appeared to
him that the whole pringiple of the Bill, and
the circumstances under which it wounld be
worked, had been altered in committee.

Bill reported. with amendments.

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLALIVE
COUNCIL.

AMENDMENTS IN GOLDFIELDS BiLL,
The following message wus delivered to and
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Goldfields Bill

read by Mr, Speaker:—
M=, SPEAEEE.

The Legislative Council acquaints the Legis-
lative Assombly that it has agreed to s Bill
intituled * An Act to wmake better provision for
the Regulation of Gold.mining nnd Manage-
ment of the Goldfields af the Colony,” subject
to the amendments contained in the Schedule
annexed; in which amendments the Legis-
lative Council degires the concurrence of the
Legislative Assembly,

(GEv. SHENTON,
President,

Legislative Council Chambers, Perth, 10th

October, 1895,

Schedule of amendments made by the Legislative
Council in the ' Goldfields Bill.”

No 1,—Omn page 8, Cluuse 4.—Add the fol-
lowing words to the end of the Clanae :—*I'he
expressions  person,” ‘holder,’ € owner,' 'lessee,
include any body of persons whether incorpor-
ated or not.”

No. 2.—0n page 3, Claugse 11, line 9.—Strike
out all the words after * registrar,” and insert
the following :—

There shall nlae be kept in the office of the
Minister of Minesin Perth, in rvespect of each
goldfield or district, n. register, whercin shall
be registered all leases and applications there-
for and transfers thereof, nnd of any shares
orinterests therein respectively, and all liens,
charges, and other dealings and transactions
relating thereto reapectively.

(2 ) No transfer of uny lease, or of any share
or interest therein, nor any lien, charge, or
other dealing or transacticn relating thereto
respectively, shall be valid until registered ns
uforesnid,

No. 3.—Jn page 6, Clause 12, line 1.—Strike
ont “leage.”

No. 4.—0n page f, Clause 14, line 3.—After
“ of,” at the end of the line, insert “the man-
ager or.”

No. 5.—On page 8, Clanse 17, lines 3 and 4.
-—8trike out “for the purpose of waking or
accepting transfer of any lease, elpim, or other
authorised <holding.”

No. 6.—0n page 12, Clause 31, line % —
Strike out " or joint stock company.”

No. 7.—0On page 14, Clause 34, line 10—
Between * thereto” and “any ™ ingert “and n
lease may be granted notwithstanding that the
person applying for the same may not in all
respects have complied with the regulutions.”
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No. 8.—Insert the following New Clause, to
stund us No. 12—

Except in the case of fraud, no person con-
tructing or denling with, or taking or propos-
ing to take n btrunsfer from the registered
holder uf uny lease, shall he required, or in
uny tnunner concerned to inquire or ascertain,
the circumstunces under or the consideratiim
for which such holder or any previous holder
thereof wus regiatered, or to sce to the appli-
cution of uny purchnse or consideration meney,
or ghall be affecved by notice, actual or con-
structive, of any trust or unregistered interest,
any rule of law or equity to the contrary not-
withstanding ; and the knowledge that any
such trust or unregistered interest is in exist-
ence shull not of itsclf be imputed as frand.

No. .—Insert the following New Clause, to
follow Clause 66 :—

Upon the granting of noy injunction relating

to uny lense, us provided in the last preceding

sectivng, the Warden shall at once notify by
telegraph, or, if there shall be no telegraph, hy
letter, to the Minister of Mines, the fuet of
such injunction heing pranted and the parti-
culurs thereof, and on receipt thereof a note of
such mjunction being granted shall imme-
diately be made in the Hecord Book kept in
the Minister of Mines' office, and such injune.
tion shisll be of no avail until so noted.
C. LeEe SrEeBeE,

10/10/95. Clerk of the Couneil.

Ordered—"I'hat the consideration, in com-
uiittes, of the foregoing Message, be made an
Order of the Day for the next sitting of the
House.

CONCURRENCE 1IN AMENDMBNTE
REGULATION BILL.

The following Message waa deliveved Lo und
read by the Mr. Spenker.
Mu. SPEAKFEE.

'he Legislative Council acquaints the
Leygislative Assemably that it has this day
agreed to the amendments made by the Legis-
lative Assewnbly in “The Mines Regulation
B

IN  MINES

GEo. SHENTON,

President.
Legisiative Council Chamber,
Perth, 10th Oatober, 1895.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat) moved
“'thut leave of nbsence for ome week be
granted to the hon. members for Plantagenet,
the Willinms, and the Murchison.”

Motion put and passed.
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PROJECTED RAILWAY FROM MINGENEW
TO MULLEWA,

Mg. SIMPSON : By the courtasy of the
Premier, there has been laid on the table
of the Houseall correspondence relating to the
contemplated extension of the Midland Rail-
wuy from Mingenew to Mullewa, and there-
fore, by leave of the House, I desira to with-
draw wy notice of motinn usking for the pro-
duction of the correspondence.

Notice of motion, by leave, discharged.

PROFOSED TERMINATION OF CIVIL
SERVICE COMMISSION.

Mg, R. P. SHOLL, in accordance with
notice, moved *“That in the opinion of this
“ Hyuge it is dusirable that vthe Civil Service
“Uommission shall complete their Jabors, and
* furnigh their report to the Governor, before
* the cud of the present yesr; failing which,
“it is expudient thut the Commission be
“"digselved ; and that during the recess the
“ Government should consider the advisubility
“of introducing legislation Jdeuling with the
“ Civil Service,”

Mr. GEORGE: Without wishing to inter-
tere with the hon. gentleman, I should liie to
draw attention to the fact that there isnota
quorutn present,

While the bells were ringing,

Te SPEAKER said: I wish to point oub
thal it will be a serious watter if o quoram ie
not made up before the gluss runs down, as 1
shall have to adjourn the House ull mext
Tuesday.

My, Janrss entered the Chamber, and made
up a guorum.

Mg. R. ¥. SHOLL: I regret exceedingly
that the tactics of the hon. member for
the Murray have not heen successful,
It will be recotlected that the Civil Serviee
Commission was appointed about 21 wmonthy
ago, and last gession, ns it waa not consideved
Lhat the Commission wus making satisfactory
progress with its work, the hon. mewber for
Beverley brought forward u motion to dis-
solve that body. ‘The House then decided that
the Comuission should confine its attention to
the Works and Ruilways Deprrtinent, but we
find that although that was twelve months
ago, the enguiry into the Railway Department
has not yet been completed. ldo not believe
that the majority of the mewmbers of this
Heuse are of opinion that any good can acerue
Ly the continuation ot the labors of the Com-
wmission. Thehon, member for the Murray is
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one of the members most recently appointed
to the Commission. Tho hon. gentleman has
probally spoken more than uny wember of
the House, und only on one oceusion, when the
Attorney-Generalacceptedanamendment frow
him as being « useful one, has he made a
sensible remarlk.

Mg, GEORGE: Is the hou. mewber in
order ? It is not right for him to say that I do
not speak sensibly, If he bas not braina
envugh to understand what [ say or fo know
the value of what I intreduce to the House or
put before him, Ieannot help thut.

Poe SPEAKER: I understood the hon.
member to refer to the Civil Service Com-
mission,

Me. R, ¥. SHOLL: If we ave to judge of
the length of the qnestions put to witnesses
belore the Civil Service Cowmission, of which
the hon. wember for the Murray is » member,
from the length of his speeches in the House,
I think it is likely to be 12 months later hLe.
fore the Commission gets through the Railway
Department. Ido not think that any good
will be derived from the enquiries of the
Commission, and while it is sitting the
Government; is preclnded from bringing in a
Bill for the better management of the Civil
Service. What I fear is that, if the House
roes into recess before a date is named be-
yond which the Comwmission shall not sit,
another yenr may elapse Lefore they have
completed their labors, und the Government
will not be able to bring in a Civil Service
Bill next session. It has not beun agreeuble
for hon. members during the passing of the
Estimates to attack individual salaries, which
have been rapidly raised beyond those con-
joyed by other and older members of the
service, and one result of bringing in a Bill
would prevent the necessity of this unpleasant
criticism by placing prowotion upon a regular
and proper basia. For the reasons [ have
given, I ask the support of hon. members
for the motion I have tahbled, and [ think
it ought to be carried, as the Govern.
ment bave had ample time to accomplish the
work entrusted to that lody, seeing that it
has been sitting for nearly two yenrs. The
cost of the Commission must have amounted to
about £1,000, and T think nost hon. members
will ugree with me that it is pearly time for
the final report to be presented in order to
leave the way npen for the Government to
bring in a Bill to deal with the Civil Service;
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therefore, T commmend the motion to the ap-
proval of the House.

Mz, SOLOMON : I think if the hon. mem-
ber for the Gascoyne had read the evidence
which has been laid by the Civil Service Com-
mission before the House, he would bave seen
that it was not the fault of the Commission
that ita final report has nut yet been sent in. -
In the Brst place, owing to vacancies occurving
throngh the resignation of wembers of the
Commission, and the delay in making new ap-
pointiuents, und further, owing to the members
being prevented from attending the sitting,
through urgent private Lusiness, there has
been muoch loss of time, and the sittings hoave
not been regulurly held, ‘Uhen, vn one oceasion,
much difficulty was experienced, leading to
correspondence with the Government, in get-
ting » witness to answer questions, as the
Commigsion desired ; and finaliy, the Engineer-
in-Chief hus found it so ditfeult to spare time

from his official work, in ovder to give evidence,

that the work of the Commission has heen
thrown back, becanse we could not present our
report without having heard his evidence.
The sittings of the Commission huve entailed
on the part «+f the Commissioners a.sacrifice of
time fromn their private affans, wnd, so
far as I am copecerned, [ should not have
any regret if the Commission were dissolved
to-morrow. It mny be that scmetimes irrele-
vant questions have been asked, but in many
cases irrelevunt questions have led up to use-
ful information being elicited. I leave the
duration of the Commission in the hunds of
the House, and shall be guite willing to abide
by whatever decision may be avrived at,

Mz. JAMES: Tain sure the House is satis-
fied that the members of the Civil Ser-
vice Commission have done so much for the
gountry, and their work has been so admirable,
thut it is time the Government had an oppur-
tunity of relieving them of further exertions,
and of bringing in a Bill for the government
of the Civil Service—au Bill that will ab lenst
give some satisfuction, even if it should also
give rise to some dissatisfaction.

Mgr. GEORGE: The mewmber for the Gus-
coyne has had most admirable courage to bring
forward this motion to suppress the Civil
Service Commission, which he had the oppor-
tupity of joining, but would not, 1ecuuse it
would have wiven him trouble to devote his
time and attention Lo it. Now he huas the
ndmirable courage—T should like tv suy cheek
—to attack the wewbers of that Commission,
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although he might, if he had been a patriot,
have assisted them with that capacious brain
which he is ready 10 take credit for possessing.
But I can afford topass by the reflections of the
hon. member upon myself, for he has so little
bublngt that his epeecies are as light us bubbles
in the air which float idly away. When the
- Commission, after the time und attention we
Luve given to the work it has done, is attacked
for alleged dilatoriness, T must point out that
the Lngineer-in-Chief huas caused more than
onc sitting bo close without taking evi-
dence, because he hag failed t0 appenr for
expminatiou, while on another occusion
the railway usccountant admitted he had
been instructed not to give certuin evidence.
I win aware that an official denial hne been
given to this staternent, and, of course, T must
uccept that devial that the aceounmtant wis
"told to lilock the examination of the Comis-
sion; but the fact remaina that the inquiry
was protructed for several weeks before we
could get the truth. In my opinion, I do not
believe we got the truth eveu then. I am
indifferent as to whether the Commission is
dissolvesl at an early dute or mpot, ut the
inswnee of an hon. member who comes forward
to attack o Lody which he had not patriotism
enough to join.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : If there is any good
to be got out of this white-washing Civil Ser-
viee Connnission. us I once designated it in
this House, [ think it is nunrly time that we
pot that good, and yuietly luid the Com-
mission to rest, us the members mnst by giving
too much Lime aud working tue hurd for the
counlry to fairly lay claim te their services in
this exacting task any longer. The sacrificei:
greater than they should be called npon io
1anke, und no benefit is likely to acerue to the

country. I ghould like toaee the Civil Service |

puton a satisfactory basis, und owe atep in
this direction would be tu get rid ot the
Civil Service Commission, becuuge the Govern-
went will no% be in a position to formulate
their proposals so long as the Cowmission is
aitting.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENKRAL (Hon. §.

Burt): ‘The Commission hae quite mistaken .

the purpose for which it was appointed, and is
only wasting its titae. The object of the Com-
miasion was intended to have been to find vut
upnn what lines a Civil Secvice Bill should
proceed, to improve the stutesand efficiency of
that service. The Comiuission was  ex-
pected to enquire the age at which can-
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didates should enter and leave the service,
should be
passed by candidates, whether pensions
should be granted, and if s0 on what basis
should be the official hours of duty, whut
holidays ehould be granted, the amount of the
winimnm and maximum pay, the roles to
govern promotion, and o huandred other cog-
uwate matters dealing with the organisation of
the Civil Service; but the Commission has de-
parted widely from its charter. I am sore
that it was never contemplauted, when the
Commission was appointed, that it should
spend its time in making elaborate investi-
gations as to why a passenger’s portumnntean
sent from Fremantle bad arrvived at Chidlow’s
Well by the 10 o’clock instead of the 8 o’clock
truin, and similar petty matters of depart-
mental detail which fill up pages of the evi-
dence, which I have taken the trouble to
read without finding a single guestion
relating to the orgunisativn of the service.
I wm sure the hon. member for the Murray
hiwmself has not asked a single question with
regard te the reorganisation of the Civil Ser-
vice; and, further, I would say that not o

word of the report of the Commission would
asgist me in framing o Bill to effect that
object. The gentlemen comprising that Com-
migsion are all worthy gentlemen, but they
are not doing whaut they were nsked to do. No
doubt it wus very intervesting to find gut what
they are eliciting in regard to ucertain depart-

. ment in the Public Service, but I am melined

to think they will whitewush any department
they come into contact with, and that they
will state that they are utterly surprised nt
the amount of worlk that is donw, and that the
management of the department could not be
improved upon. But we (the Governwent)
want to know the Lasia upon which the Civit
Service can be reorgnnised, and I gave up hope
twelve months ugo that this Commission would
agsist us in doing so0. 1 shull, theretors, sup-
port this wotion with sll my hears, and I
think the Commission will do well to either
regign at once or fix a day for the termination
of their inquiries,

Mr. CONNOR: Sir, although [ thrak that
a little more result wight reasonably have
been expected from the Civil Service Com-
mission, considering the titue it has bheen
sitting, still there is no getting away from
the fact thut the gentlemen composing it have
given their time ungrudgingly to the work, I
think, therefore, it would berather discourteons



1336 Civil Service Commission,
to practically pass a vote of want of confidence
in them, for, to my mind, that is really what
this motion means. [ think, Sir, we can very
well leave it to the good sense of the members
of that Commission to say when their labors
will finish, and I have no douabt that this dis-
cussion will have the effect of inducing them
to get through their work a little quicker, I
hardly think, however, that it would be fair,
or even just, to pass a vesolution of this
kind.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
I should like to say one or two words in regard
tothis matter. I inay say, at the outsef, that
this Commission has eat an unduly long time
over the work it was set to do. It was mever
intended by this House, or by the Government,
that members should tuke a couple of years to
do this work, and [ agree with the Hon. the
Attorney-General that they have misconecived
the intention of she House, and certainly the
intention of the Government, with regard tothe
scope of their inguiries. I cannot say that I
have read all the printed matter that has been
placed before us, but what I have read of it
haainclined me to the belief that they have
gone too much into detail altogether. What
wo wanted was some information to assist us
in framing a Bill for the organisation of the
Civil Service; but at the same time I do not
sltogother like the motion of the hon. member
for the Gascoyne, because 1t is not cour-
teous enough to the gentlemen com-
posing that Commission. T am aware
that last pession some condition as to
the term of this Commission’s eXistence
was made; but tosay, as the resolution affirms,
that failing the completion of their labors and
the furnishing of their report to the Governor
before the end of the presant year, it is
expedient that the Commission should be dis-
golved, would be to act very discourteously to
those who are upon the Commissien, and I
think that there can be only one result if this
resolution is pnssed, und that will be that the
members af the Commission will resign in a
huff. Well, I do not think hon. members
wigh that to occur. While I quite agree that
this Commission has been too long in exist-
ence, T decline to be a porsty to offering any
insult fo the gentlemen eowmposing it, which
this resolution assuredly does. I think the
members of the Commission kuow that they
must bring their labors to an end as soon as
possible, and although T amlm uol pgoing to

oppose this motion to the extent of calling for |
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adivigion, still [ think, at the same time, it is
not courteously worded, nud [ would ask the
hon. member for the Gascoyne to withdraw ib,
huving said all he has to say in regard to this
body of gentlemen. T am only speaking for
myself. My colleagues may think differently
from me in this water. [ d2 not beliove in
being discourteous to any one,

Mg. Siaeson : Except the Qpposition.

Tre PREMIER (Hoa. Sic ). Forrest):
Oh,no. Some of the mewmbers of the Commis-
sion are wewmbers of the Logislatuve, und L
therefore, uader the circumstances, again ask
the hon, mewber not fo press the wotion or
to allow it to be placed on the records of the
House.

Mg. SIMPSON: I hope the hon. member
for the Gascoyne will not withdrnw this resolu-
tion. 1 tkink that the whole delay and tho
whole responsibility for the inwility of this'
Commission,is entirely due Lo the Government.
It was on my motion that this Commission was
appemnted. 1 would not for ome moment
apeak disrespectfully of uny gentlemen on thut
Comumission, but T have to speak of them as
men who are carrying out a particular public
duty, and I am of opinion that the Commie-
gion is blanketed by reason of ite personnel.
I sat as a member of that body for some time,
and endenvored to got ut the busis on which
the Civil Service should be organised; but it
was a hopeless task to try to induce the Com-
misgion to elicit any inforination other than
that concerning the time when Joha
Jones first entered the service, what his agu
was, when he fiest got a 103, rise, and
gimilar unimportant and uninteresting de-
tuils. I do not think that, as far as
the constitution of the Commission iz con-
corned, it has been paralleled in Australia.
With one exception, it was composed in the
first instance of members of Parliament, and
oneof its objects was to see that the Civil
Service was kept clear of political patronage.
Yet, we find that the Government appointed
six mewbers of Parliament to act upon it. In
snother place, when a Civil Service Commi-
gion was appointed, Mr. Teece, the general
manager of the Equitable Life Assurnnoce
Society, the Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce, a leading lawyer, and a gentleman
connected with banking, were elected to act
on this Commission, in order that men ex-
perienced in the organisation of big commer-
cial concerne {and the Civil Service is really a
commercinl institution) should give their
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valuable assistance in deciding oo what lines
the Civil Service of the colony should be re-
modelled. The responsibility for the ineffec-
tiveness of the Commission under discussion
is entirely due to the Government, and 1 hope
this resolution will be adopted, A groat deal
of unnecessary waste of time, expense, and
irritation has been caused by it. [t was never
thought that it would do much good, and 1
was glad to hear the Attorney-General give
an almost exact description of the work that
has beea done by it. [n the huge volume of
questions which have been asked of the wit-
nessez, not one of them haa any reference to
the question of the busis upen which the
Civil Service should be re-organised. [ shall,
therefore, for the reasons I have stated, sup-
port the motion for dissolving the Commie-
sion.

Me. R, F. SHOLL, in veply, said: Sir, T have
no intention of withdrawing this motion, Since
the Premier spoke, [ have carefully studied it,
und I fuil to see that its language is in any
wuy discourteous to the members of the Com.
inission. It says, first of all, “'I'hat in the
“ opinion of this House, it is desirable that
“the Civil SBervice Commission shall com-
“plele their labors, and furnish their report
*“to the Governor hefore the end of the year."
There is nothing disconrteons in that; and
then it proceeds: “ failing which it is expedient
that the Commission be dissolved.” T thinkil
is expediont that the Commission should be
dissolved, and I think hon. members recognise
that the lubors of the Commission should come
to a close at the end of the year, in order to
enable the Government to bring in legislation
dealing with the public service. The resolu-
tion proceeds : ** and that during the recess the
"Governmentshould consider theadvisability of
*intreducing legislation dealing with the Civil
“Bervice”; aud I think wen)l agree with that
as well. Thervefore 1 de not think that the
resolution is discourteous to those gentlemen
who have given up their tiv:e to inquire into
the work of a certain department. I would
pointout to hon. members that on November
19, 1894, a resolution was passed in this Housc
directing the Commission to confine their at-
tention to the Public Works and the Railways
Department, and yet they only began to deal
with those departmenta in May, 1895—six
wonths after the resolution wus passed, while
the exprnses were going on all the time. I
am guite aware that the wembers of the Com-
mission huve given a great deal of atiention
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.
to their work, and also that my friends,
the hon. members for the Murray and for
South Fremantle, and also the Hon. D. K.
Congdon, M.L.C,, have hesn most earnest in
this matter., Still, at thesame time, [ do not
think that any good can result in their con-
tinuing their lnbors any longer, There has
not been that unanimity thut might bave been
expected to obtain amongst them. On the
contrary, [ think there has been a
little friction. Now, Sir, before I conclude, [
would like to say that I was asked tu aceept o
geat on this Commission, and that | refused on
the ground that the Commission should be
gelected from gentlemen outside of Parlia-
ment altogether.® I nope that $he merbers of
the Commission will resign as soun us possi-
ble, inorder to give the Government more
time to consider the very important wmatter of
reorganising the Civil Sevvice. 'I'he hon.
member for South Frewmntle has just asked
me to draw attention to the fact that the Comn-
wission would like to vesign, but that they
cunnot do so0 in a body.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S. Burt) :
They can resign separately.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: I dare say they can, or
they can abseot theoiselves. However, [
think the membera of the Commission, even
the hon. member for the Murray, deserve every
considerution for the time and trouble they
have given to the work for which they were
appointed.

Motion put and passed. .

THe SPEAKKER: [ think this resclution
should be presented to His Excellency, ns only
the Adwinistrator has power to dissolve or to
appoint this Cotmnission. I think an address
should be presented to His lixcellency inform-
ing him that this resnlution has been passed.

Mr. GEORGE : Sir, would it be competent,
at this lnte stage of the session, to move u vote
of censure on the Government in vonnection
with this matter, becunse I think they have
most grossly insulted the hon. members of thut
Commission ?

'ne SPEAKER : The hon. member will
have to give notice b the proper time.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : The hon. member is not the member
of the Opposition who can take action in that
respect.

Me. R, ¥. SHOLL: L move that no address
be presented to His Bxeecllency the Adminis-
trator, embodying the resolution that has
been pussed by this House.
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Motion put and passed.
Ordered, that the resolution be Forwarded by

Address to His Excellency the Administrator.

NEXT 817TTING OF THE HOUSE.
Tue PREMIER (Houw. Sir J. ¥orrest) moved
that the House, at its rising, aljourn until
2.30 o’clock, p.m., ou October 11.
Motion put and passed.

DATE OF PROROGATION.

Tue PREMIKER (How, 8ir J. Forrest): I
would like to agk hon. members to wttend
to-morrow afternoon, nwnd I shall be wuch
obliged if they do ao. [ ulsy wish to tell the
House that, as the business of the session is
nearly completed, 12.30 p.au. on Suturday
will ba & convenient Line to provogue Parlin-
munt. If hon. members think that time will
be convenieut, [ will ndvise Hiy Hxeellency
the Adminiatrator sccordingly.

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 9.25 wclock, p.m,

Legislatibe Cowncil
Priday, 11th October, 1895.

Goldfictds Litl ; Messaye from the Leyistative Aasemhly
— Water and Blectvic Works License Hill: fivst

reading ; Gioldfidds Bill: Leyislative Assvibly's
thivd read-
{uy—Weater and  Flecteie Works License Il :

A ndments— A ppropriution Hil

second yeading ; Bl lnid aside— Wulth of Tives
Kl : messayes for the Legistative dssembly—Ad-
Jourumeit,
Tyg PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)
took the Chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.
GOLDFIELDS BILL.
MESSAGE FHOM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMHLY.
Tz PRESIDENT (Hon. Siv G. Shenton) re-
ported the receipt of the following message
{rom the Legielntive Assembly.
Message No. 52,
Mr. President,

With reference to the Legislative Council’s
Message No. 41, the Assembly haa agreed to
Amendments Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 made by the
Council in Lhe Goldfields Bill, without amend-
ment ; has amended Nos. 1, 2, und 9 ; and has
disagreed 10 No. 7 for ihe reasons indicuted in
the annexed Schedule.

[COTUNCIL,]

Goldfields Bill.

The Assembly returns the Bill, herewith,
and desires its reconsideration.
Jas. G. Lee-BrEERE.
Speaker,

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Perth, 11th
October, 1895.

Schedule of .Jmendment made Dby the Legislu-
tive Council in “The Goldfields Bil"

No. 1.—Onpage 3, Clause 4.—Add thefollow.
ing words to the cnd of the Clause :—-* The ex-
pressions * person,’ ¢ holder,” * owner,” ' lesaee,’
include uny bedy of persons whether incor-
poraved or not.”’

No. 2.—0n page 3, Clanse 11, line 8.—-Strike
out «ll the words after * registrayr,’ and ingers
the following :—There shall ulso Le kept
in the officc. of theMinister of Mines in
Perth, in vespect of each geldfield or dis-
trict, a register, wherein shall be reyis-
tercd ull lenses und upplicalions thevefor
and transfores ihereof, and of anyshares or
interests therein respectively, and all liens,
charges, and other dealings and transactions
relating theveto respectively.

(2) No transfer of uny leuse, or of any
| share or interest therein, nor uny lien, charge,
| or other dealing ur transaction reluting there-
to respectively shall be valid until reygistered
as aforesuid.

No. 3.—O0n page 6, Clause 12, line 1.—Strike
out * lease.”

No. 4.—On puge 6, Clause 14, line 3.—After
“of, " ut the end of the line, insert ** the manag-
er or.”

No. 5.~ On page 8, Clanse 17, lines 3 and -h—
Strike out, “ for the purpose of wmaking or
accepting transfer of any lease, claim, or other
uuthorised holding.”

No. 6.—On puge 12, Cluuse 31, line 2.—5trike
out * or joint stock company.”

No. 7—0n page 14, Clause 34, line 10—
Between " thereto' and "' any ” msert “anda
lease muy be granted notwithstunding that
the person applying for the sume inay not in
all respects have complied mth the rugula-
tions.”

No. 8. —TInsert the tollowing New Clause, tu
to stand as No. 12: - Except in the
case of fravd, no person coutracting or
dealing with, or taking or propos-ing to
take a transfer from the registered holder
of uny luase shall be required or in any
manner ¢concerned to inquire or uscertain the
circumstances under or the cousideration Ffor
which such holder or any previous holder
| thereof was registered, or to see tu the applic-




